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95 Perry Street  
Buffalo, New York 14203 
p: 716.206.5100 
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Excel lence in a l l  we do.  

Transmitted Via Email:  DEP.R9@dec.ny.gov 
 

March 5, 2019 
 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
270 Michigan Avenue 
Buffalo, NY  14203 
 
Re:  Environmental Assessment 

Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority: Amherst – Buffalo Light Rail Extension Project 
Municipalities of Buffalo, Tonawanda, and Amherst, Erie County 
Watts Job # 18180 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Watts Architecture & Engineering (Watts) is a sub-consultant to WSP USA, Inc. (WSP), and is contacting you 
regarding the proposed construction of a double track light rail transit line extension and associated 
stations/portals through the municipalities of Buffalo, Tonawanda, and Amherst in Erie County.  We are in the 
preliminary stages of identifying existing environmental conditions and assessing potential environmental 
impacts associated with the project location. 
 
This project is proposed by the Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority (NFTA) and consists of approximately 
seven (7) miles of a new double track Light Rail Transit (LRT) line running from University Station at UB South 
Campus to the area near Audubon Parkway and I‐990, through the municipalities of Buffalo, Tonawanda, 
and Amherst, in Erie County, NY. 
 
As part of our initial information-gathering effort, we are requesting information from the Regional office of 
the NYSDEC about the potential presence of environmental resources in the project area, or restrictions that 
may apply including permits and approvals that may be required.  In particular, we are looking for local 
concerns or knowledge of fisheries and stream restriction dates in the project area that might affect the project 
construction. 
 
We have enclosed a site location map of the project on the USGS 7.5-minute quadrangle.  We have also 
contacted the NYSDEC Natural Heritage Program for information on endangered and threatened species and 
significant habitats.  Your time, effort and expediency in this matter are greatly appreciated. Should you have 
any questions please contact me at (716) 206-5134 or aheminway@watts-ae.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Watts Architecture & Engineering 
 

 
Aaron W. Heminway 
Sr. Environmental Scientist 

http://www.watts-ae.com/
mailto:DEP.R9@dec.ny.gov
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95 Perry Street  
Buffalo, New York 14203 
p: 716.206.5100 
f:  716.206.5199 
w: www.watts-ae.com 

a r c h i t e c t u r e  | e n g i n e e r i n g  | e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
 

 
Excel lence in a l l  we do.  

 
Transmitted Via Email: NaturalHeritage@dec.ny.gov 
 
March 5, 2019 
 
NYSDEC Natural Heritage Program 
625 Broadway, 5th Floor 
Albany, New York 12233-4757 
 
Re: Endangered, Threatened or Rare Species and Significant Habitats 

Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority: Amherst – Buffalo Light Rail Extension Project 
Municipalities of Buffalo, Tonawanda, and Amherst, Erie County 
Watts Job # 18180 
 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Watts Architecture & Engineering (Watts) is a sub-consultant to WSP USA, Inc. (WSP), and is contacting you 
regarding the proposed construction of a double track light rail transit line extension and associated 
stations/portals through the municipalities of Buffalo, Tonawanda, and Amherst in Erie County.  We are in the 
preliminary stages of identifying existing environmental conditions and assessing potential environmental 
impacts associated with the project location. 
 
This project is proposed by the Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority (NFTA) and consists of approximately 
seven (7) miles of a new double track Light Rail Transit (LRT) line running from University Station at UB South 
Campus to the area near Audubon Parkway and I‐990, through the municipalities of Buffalo, Tonawanda, 
and Amherst, in Erie County, NY. 
 
Watts is requesting information about the potential presence of endangered, threatened, or rare species, as 
well as significant habitats that may exist in the project area. A preliminary desktop review of the area using 
NYSDEC’s Environmental Resource Mapper indicates that rare species have been documented within 0.5 
miles of the project. We have enclosed a site location map showing the project location on the USGS 7.5-
minute quadrangle. Your time, effort and expediency in this matter are greatly appreciated.  Should you have 
any questions please contact me at (716) 206-5134 or aheminway@watts-ae.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Watts Architecture & Engineering 
 

 
 

Aaron W. Heminway 
Sr. Environmental Scientist 

http://www.watts-ae.com/
mailto:NaturalHeritage@dec.ny.gov
mailto:aheminway@watts-ae.com
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IPaC resource list
This report is an automatically generated list of species and other resources such as critical habitat 

(collectively referred to as trust resources) under the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (USFWS) 

jurisdiction that are known or expected to be on or near the project area referenced below. The list 

may also include trust resources that occur outside of the project area, but that could potentially be 

directly or indirectly affected by activities in the project area. However, determining the likelihood and 

extent of effects a project may have on trust resources typically requires gathering additional site-

Local office

New York Ecological Services Field Office

�  (607) 753-9334

�  (607) 753-9699

3817 Luker Road

Cortland, NY 13045-9385

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section7.htm

U.S. Fish & Wildlife ServiceIPaC Information for Planning and Consultation
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Endangered species
This resource list is for informational purposes only and does not constitute an analysis of project 

level impacts.

The primary information used to generate this list is the known or expected range of each species. 

Additional areas of influence (AOI) for species are also considered. An AOI includes areas outside of the 

species range if the species could be indirectly affected by activities in that area (e.g., placing a dam 

upstream of a fish population, even if that fish does not occur at the dam site, may indirectly impact 

the species by reducing or eliminating water flow downstream). Because species can move, and site 

conditions can change, the species on this list are not guaranteed to be found on or near the project 

Please contact NOAA Fisheries species under their jurisdiction. 

1. Species listed under the Endangered Species Act are threatened or endangered; IPaC also shows 

species that are candidates, or proposed, for listing. See the listing status page for more 

information. 

2. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an office of the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of Commerce. 

The following species are potentially affected by activities in this location:
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Mammals

Critical habitats

Potential effects to critical habitat(s) in this location must be analyzed along with the endangered 

The birds listed below are birds of particular concern either because they occur on the USFWS Birds of 

Conservation Concern (BCC) list or warrant special attention in your project location. To learn more 

about the levels of concern for birds on your list and how this list is generated, see the FAQ below. This 

is not a list of every bird you may find in this location, nor a guarantee that every bird on this list will be 

found in your project area. To see exact locations of where birders and the general public have sighted 

birds in and around your project area, visit the E-bird data mapping tool (Tip: enter your location, 

desired date range and a species on your list). For projects that occur off the Atlantic Coast, additional 

maps and models detailing the relative occurrence and abundance of bird species on your list are 

NAME STATUS

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis

No critical habitat has been designated for this species. 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened 

conservation-measures.php

• Nationwide conservation measures for birds 

http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/nationwidestandardconservationmeasures.pdf
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available. Links to additional information about Atlantic Coast birds, and other important information 

about your migratory bird list, including how to properly interpret and use your migratory bird report, 

can be found below.

For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization measures to 

reduce impacts to migratory birds on your list, click on the PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE SUMMARY at 

the top of your list to see when these birds are most likely to be present and breeding in your project 

area.

NAME BREEDING SEASON (IF A BREEDING 

SEASON IS INDICATED FOR A BIRD 

ON YOUR LIST, THE BIRD MAY 

continental USA and Alaska.

Buff-breasted Sandpiper Calidris subruficollis

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the 

continental USA and Alaska.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9488

Breeds elsewhere 

Canada Warbler Cardellina canadensis

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the 

continental USA and Alaska.

Breeds May 20 to Aug 10 
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Cerulean Warbler Dendroica cerulea

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the 

continental USA and Alaska.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2974

Breeds Apr 20 to Jul 20 

Dunlin Calidris alpina arcticola

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird 

Conservation Regions (BCRs) in the continental USA

Breeds elsewhere 

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos

This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but 

Breeds Jan 1 to Aug 31 

Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the 

continental USA and Alaska.

Breeds May 10 to Sep 10 

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres morinella

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird 

Conservation Regions (BCRs) in the continental USA

Breeds elsewhere 

Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the 

continental USA and Alaska.

Breeds elsewhere 
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calculated. This is the probability of presence divided by the maximum probability of presence 

across all weeks. For example, imagine the probability of presence in week 20 for the Spotted 

Towhee is 0.05, and that the probability of presence at week 12 (0.25) is the maximum of any week 

of the year. The relative probability of presence on week 12 is 0.25/0.25 = 1; at week 20 it is 

0.05/0.25 = 0.2. 

3. The relative probability of presence calculated in the previous step undergoes a statistical 

conversion so that all possible values fall between 0 and 10, inclusive. This is the probability of 

presence score. 

To see a bar's probability of presence score, simply hover your mouse cursor over the bar.

Breeding Season ( ) 

Yellow bars denote a very liberal estimate of the time-frame inside which the bird breeds across its 

Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the 

continental USA and Alaska.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9480

Breeds elsewhere 

Snowy Owl Bubo scandiacus

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the 

continental USA and Alaska.

Breeds elsewhere 

Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the 

Breeds May 10 to Aug 31 
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entire range. If there are no yellow bars shown for a bird, it does not breed in your project area. 

Survey Effort ( ) 

Vertical black lines superimposed on probability of presence bars indicate the number of surveys 

performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) your project area overlaps. The number of surveys is 

expressed as a range, for example, 33 to 64 surveys. 

To see a bar's survey effort range, simply hover your mouse cursor over the bar. 

No Data ( ) 

A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week. 

Survey Timeframe

Conservation Concern 

(BCC) throughout its 

range in the 

continental USA and 

Alaska.)

Buff-breasted 

Sandpiper

BCC Rangewide (CON)

(This is a Bird of 

Conservation Concern 

(BCC) throughout its 

range in the 

continental USA and 

Alaska.)
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Canada Warbler

BCC Rangewide (CON)

(This is a Bird of 

Conservation Concern 

(BCC) throughout its 

range in the 

continental USA and 

Alaska.)

Cerulean Warbler

BCC Rangewide (CON)

(This is a Bird of 

Conservation Concern 

(BCC) throughout its 

range in the 

continental USA and 

Alaska.)

BCC Rangewide (CON)

(This is a Bird of 

Conservation Concern 

(BCC) throughout its 

range in the 

continental USA and 

Alaska.)

Long-eared Owl

BCC Rangewide (CON)

(This is a Bird of 

Conservation Concern 

(BCC) throughout its 

range in the 

continental USA and 

Alaska.)
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Prairie Warbler

BCC Rangewide (CON)

(This is a Bird of 

Conservation Concern 

(BCC) throughout its 

range in the 

continental USA and 

Alaska.)

SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Red-headed 

Woodpecker

BCC Rangewide (CON)

(This is a Bird of 

Conservation Concern 

(BCC) throughout its 

(This is a Bird of 

Conservation Concern 

(BCC) throughout its 

range in the 

continental USA and 

Alaska.)

Wood Thrush

BCC Rangewide (CON)

(This is a Bird of 

Conservation Concern 

(BCC) throughout its 

range in the 

continental USA and 

Alaska.)

Tell me more about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory birds.
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Nationwide Conservation Measures describes measures that can help avoid and minimize impacts to all birds at any 

location year round. Implementation of these measures is particularly important when birds are most likely to occur in 

the project area. When birds may be breeding in the area, identifying the locations of any active nests and avoiding 

their destruction is a very helpful impact minimization measure. To see when birds are most likely to occur and be 

breeding in your project area, view the Probability of Presence Summary. Additional measures and/or permits may be 

advisable depending on the type of activity you are conducting and the type of infrastructure or bird species present 

on your project site. 

What does IPaC use to generate the migratory birds potentially occurring in my specified location?

The Migratory Bird Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) and other species that 

may warrant special attention in your project location. 

Avian 

there may be nests present at some point within the timeframe specified. If "Breeds elsewhere" is indicated, then the 

bird likely does not breed in your project area. 

What are the levels of concern for migratory birds?

Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categories of concern: 

1. "BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of concern throughout their range 

anywhere within the USA (including Hawaii, the Pacific Islands, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands); 

2. "BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation Regions (BCRs) in the 

continental USA; and

3. "Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCC species in your project area, but appear on your list either because of 

the Eagle Act requirements (for eagles) or (for non-eagles) potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain 

types of development or activities (e.g. offshore energy development or longline fishing). 
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Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, efforts should be made, in particular, to avoid 

and minimize impacts to the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC species of rangewide concern. For more 

information on conservation measures you can implement to help avoid and minimize migratory bird impacts and 

requirements for eagles, please see the FAQs for these topics. 

Details about birds that are potentially affected by offshore projects

For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species and groups of bird 

species within your project area off the Atlantic Coast, please visit the Northeast Ocean Data Portal. The Portal also 

offers data and information about other taxa besides birds that may be helpful to you in your project review. 

Alternately, you may download the bird model results files underlying the portal maps through the NOAA NCCOS 

Integrative Statistical Modeling and Predictive Mapping of Marine Bird Distributions and Abundance on the Atlantic 

Outer Continental Shelf project webpage. 

Facilities

National Wildlife Refuge lands

Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a 

'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to 

discuss any questions or concerns.
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THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS AT THIS LOCATION.

Fish hatcheries

THERE ARE NO FISH HATCHERIES AT THIS LOCATION.

Wetlands in the National Wetlands Inventory

Data limitations

The Service's objective of mapping wetlands and deepwater habitats is to produce reconnaissance level information 

on the location, type and size of these resources. The maps are prepared from the analysis of high altitude imagery. 

Wetlands are identified based on vegetation, visible hydrology and geography. A margin of error is inherent in the use 

of imagery; thus, detailed on-the-ground inspection of any particular site may result in revision of the wetland 

boundaries or classification established through image analysis.

The accuracy of image interpretation depends on the quality of the imagery, the experience of the image analysts, the 

amount and quality of the collateral data and the amount of ground truth verification work conducted. Metadata 

should be consulted to determine the date of the source imagery used and any mapping problems.

A full description for each wetland code can be found at the National Wetlands Inventory website
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Wetlands or other mapped features may have changed since the date of the imagery or field work. There may be 

occasional differences in polygon boundaries or classifications between the information depicted on the map and the 

actual conditions on site.

Data exclusions

Certain wetland habitats are excluded from the National mapping program because of the limitations of aerial imagery 

as the primary data source used to detect wetlands. These habitats include seagrasses or submerged aquatic 

vegetation that are found in the intertidal and subtidal zones of estuaries and nearshore coastal waters. Some 

deepwater reef communities (coral or tuberficid worm reefs) have also been excluded from the inventory. These 

habitats, because of their depth, go undetected by aerial imagery. 
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Aaron W. Heminway

Watts Architecture & Engineering

95 Perry St, Suite 300

Buffalo, NY 14203

Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority: Amherst – Buffalo Light Rail Extension Project 
(Watts Job # 18180)

Re:

County: Erie     Town/City: Amherst, City Of Buffalo, Tonawanda

Dear Mr. Heminway:

259

Heidi Krahling

Environmental Review Specialist

New York Natural Heritage Program

Sincerely,

March 27, 2019

      In response to your recent request, we have reviewed the New York Natural Heritage 
Program database with respect to the above project.
	

      Enclosed is a report of rare or state-listed animals and plants, and significant natural 
communities that our database indicates occur in the vicinity of the project site. 

      For most sites, comprehensive field surveys have not been conducted; the enclosed 
report only includes records from our database. We cannot provide a definitive statement as 
to the presence or absence of all rare or state-listed species or significant natural 
communities. Depending on the nature of the project and the conditions at the project site, 
further information from on-site surveys or other sources may be required to fully assess 
impacts on biological resources.

      Our database is continually growing as records are added and updated. If this 
proposed project is still under development one year from now, we recommend that you 
contact us again so that we may update this response with the most current information.
	

      The presence of the plants and animals identified in the enclosed report may result in 
this project requiring additional review or permit conditions. For further guidance, and for 
information regarding other permits that may be required under state law for regulated areas 
or activities (e.g., regulated wetlands), please contact the NYS DEC Region 9 Office, 
Division of Environmental Permits at dep.r9@dec.ny.gov, (716) 851-7165. 



New York Natural Heritage Program

The following state-listed animals have been documented
in the vicinity of the project site.

The following list includes animals that are listed by NYS as Endangered, Threatened, or Special Concern; 
and/or that are federally listed or are candidates for federal listing.

Report on State-listed Animals

For information about any permit considerations for your project, please contact the Permits staff at 
the NYSDEC Region 9 Office at dep.r9@dec.ny.gov, (716) 851-7165. 

The following species have been documented within 0.5 mile of the project site.

SCIENTIFIC NAME FEDERAL LISTINGNY STATE LISTINGCOMMON NAME

Birds

Falco peregrinus EndangeredPeregrine Falcon
Breeding

13474

Reptiles

Apalone spinifera Special ConcernSpiny Softshell 15471

This report only includes records from the NY Natural Heritage database.

If any rare plants or animals are documented during site visits, we request that information on the observations be provided to the New 
York Natural Heritage Program so that we may update our database.

Information about many of the listed animals in New York, including habitat, biology, identification, 
conservation, and management, are available online in Natural Heritage’s Conservation Guides at 
www.guides.nynhp.org, and from NYSDEC at www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7494.html.
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Report on Rare Animals, Rare Plants, and
Significant Natural CommunitiesNew York Natural Heritage Program

The following rare animals have been documented in the vicinity of the project site.

We recommend that potential impacts of the proposed project on these species be addressed as part of any 
environmental assessment or review conducted as part of the planning, permitting and approval process, such 
as reviews conducted under SEQR. Field surveys of the project site may be necessary to determine the status 
of a species at the site, particularly for sites that are currently undeveloped and may still contain suitable 
habitat. Final requirements of the project to avoid, minimize, or mitigate potential impacts are determined by 
the lead permitting agency or the government body approving the project.

HERITAGE CONSERVATION STATUSSCIENTIFIC NAME NY STATE LISTINGCOMMON NAME

The following animals, while not listed by New York State as Endangered or Threatened, are rare in New York and are 
of conservation concern. They were documented on 2018-08-09 where the project site coincides with Ellicott Creek.

Freshwater Mussels

Unlisted Critically Imperiled in NYS 15684Alasmidonta viridisSlippershell Mussel

Unlisted Critically Imperiled in NYS 15702Toxolasma parvumLilliput

Unlisted Imperiled in NYS 15696Potamilus alatusPink Heelsplitter

Unlisted Critically Imperiled in NYS 15706Utterbackia imbecillisPaper Pondshell

Unlisted Imperiled in NYS 15709Villosa irisRainbow

Information about many of the rare animals and plants in New York, including habitat, biology, identification, conservation, and  
management, are available online in Natural Heritage’s Conservation Guides at www.guides.nynhp.org, from NatureServe Explorer at  
www.natureserve.org/explorer, and from USDA’s Plants Database at http://plants.usda.gov/index.html (for plants).

This report only includes records from the NY Natural Heritage database. For most sites, comprehensive field 
surveys have not been conducted, and we cannot provide a definitive statement as to the presence or absence of 
all rare or state-listed species. Depending on the nature of the project and the conditions at the project site, 
further information from on-site surveys or other sources may be required to fully assess impacts on biological 
resources.

If any rare plants or animals are documented during site visits, we request that information on the observations be provided to the New  
York Natural Heritage Program so that we may update our database.
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